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What is Bible

� Is it a historic Book ?

� Is  it about some prophecy ? 

� Is it about some practical wisdom ?



“The Bible”

� Bible (old testament 39, new testament 
27)�

� “Apocrypha” (Mostly referred as part of 
Catholic bible)�



Adams – Abraham 2000 years
� The Generations of Adam 

Date                                             Name of Issue  Age of Father at Birth 
� BCE 4004                                                Adam Created                                   130
� BCE 3874                                                Seth    105
� BCE 3769                                                Enos    90
� BCE 3679                                                Cainan  70
� BCE 3609                                                Mahalaleel                                          65
� BCE 3544                                                Jared   162
� BCE 3382                                                Enoch   65
� BCE 3317                                                Methusaleh                                        180
� BCE 3137                                                Lamech  182
� BCE 2948                                                 Noah   502
� BCE 2448                                                Japheth
� BCE 2447                                                Ham
� BCE 2446                                                Shem 100
� BCE 2348                                               The Flood
� BCE 2346                                               Arphaxad 35
� BCE 2311                                              Salah30
� BCE 2281                                              Eber34    BCE 2247                                              Peleg30
� BCE 2217                                              Reu32
� BCE 2185                                              Serug30
� BCE 2155                                              Nahor29
� BCE 2133                                              Terah70
� BCE 2063                                             Haran
� BCE                                                       Nahor c. < ���� ===========JOB existed  (story of JOB) �

� BCE 1996 Abraham



� How bible was formed ? discovered ?



Method of collecting/discovering 
ancient writings

� Manuscripts : hand-written or inscriptions 
that are chiseled upon a hard material or 
on a leather or unbaked clay 

� Other Historical Accounts: 
� Language usage & Scripts (Mesoretic 

test) �
� History of Culture, Language and 

Tradition



Manuscripts
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Historical Trustworthiness 

� Most recent and Most Important Verification Tool : In 
addition to these manuscripts, more were discovered in 
the caves by the Dead Sea at Qumran in 1947, also 
known as the Dead Sea Scrolls:

� Dead Sea Scrolls comprise roughly 850 documents, 
including texts from the Hebrew Bible, discovered 
between 1947 and 1956 in eleven caves in and around 
the Wadi Qumran

� Dead Sea Scrolls : According to carbon dating and 
textual analysis, the documents were written at various 
times between the middle of the 2nd century BC and the 
1st century AD. 

� At least one document has a carbon date range of 21 BC 
- AD 61 



Discovery of Dead Sea Scroll

� In 1947 discovery of dead sea scroll 
helped to validate the interpretation of 
other manuscripts and validity of some of 
the historic events and facts written earlier



Manuscripts

� No manuscripts was discovered explaining the bible in 
chronological order or book order as it is today

� The order was made later
� Dates: were discovered using carbon dating techniques 

and other techniques
� Manuscripts of different translations were discovered at 

various times of history and from various places
� Historians put the events in order and extracted what 

they consider as Holy scripture after a long debate 
period/Divine intervention/traditional practice evaluation. 
For e.g. Greek translation of bible/Latin Vulgate were the 
original guiding documents for several years ..this 
documents caused the adoption of apocrypha books into 
list of “Ancient bible”



Were the writers honest ?

� The authors of the OT present real history, about real 
people, and in real locations. 

� Much of this has been proven through the finds of 
biblical archaeology. 

� World-renowned archaeologist William F. Albright states, 
"There can be no doubt that archaeology has confirmed 
the substantial historicity of the Old Testament tradition. 
Nelson Glueck adds that, "As a matter of fact... it may be 
stated categorically that no archaeological discovery has 
ever controverter a biblical reference. Scores of 
archaeological findings have been made which confirm 
in clear outline or exact detail statements in the Bible. 
The biblical authors told the truth, and biblical 
archaeology has confirmed this without error. 



Common Words

� Book: historical evidence or reading books, collection of 
events from manuscripts, for e.g. apocrypha is 
considered a sacred book 

� Canon : Attested, approved and Venerated Scripture 
usually by a council of Bishops.

� Canon : “Word of God” - attribute Holiness, Sacred
� Canon : LAW: Attribute authority and power for judgment
� Closed Canon : “No more addition or subtraction 

required”. For e.g. holy bible is a closed canon for most 
Christian groups but few modern day 
Evangelic/Mormons/revival groups its not



“Canon” means – from Greek 
origin

� In Greek Canon means a rode or a pole, or  
metaphorically means “Rule” or mere “list” in some 
context

� Another old usage is  to imply Classical writings 
“Canonical Writings”

� Canon implies a “Normative Principle”
� When it was transferred to refer to scripture it included 

the idea of “normative or regulative power” – “a list of 
books forming a rule or a law”

� Later (towards 180 AD these words were added to ref to 
Canon, “sacred” “inspired” “divine” and “perfect” to ref to 
old testament and new testament canons



Factors for Determining Canonicity

� Tradition There was a well-established tradition that many of  the books came 
from Moses or one of the other acknowledged prophets . 

� Spiritual authority of the books themselves The inherent spiritual authority of 
the Old Testament books played a role in their acce ptance into the canon. 

� Recognition in the Temple as sacred
� Liturgical Use — read publicly when early Christian communities gat hered for 

the Lord's Supper (their weekly worship services).

� Consistent Message — containing a theological outlook similar or 
complementary to other accepted Christian writings

� Conviction of leaders and people in the history: The opinions of religious 
leaders and common convictions of the people about the books were 
considered. 

� Jesus and the Apostles Jesus and the apostles quoted and appealed to many 
of the books of the Old Testament showing that they  believed in the canonicity 
of these Old Testament books



Canon Divisions

� Protestant Bible (sixty-six books, thirty-nine in 
the OT and twenty-seven in the NT). 

� Jews recognize the same 39 OT books. 
� Greek OT (LXX) in addition to the 39 OT books 

of the Hebrew canon, also contained seven 
others (Tobit, Judith, Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus, 
Baruch, 1 and 2 Maccabees, plus the two so-
called additions to Esther and Daniel, regarded 
as canonical by the Roman Catholic church, for 
an OT canon of 46 books. 



Canon of the Bible



Hebrew bible

Tanakh  : is the Hebrew word for the Hebrew Bible 
Consist of
� Torah – The Law given to Moses
� "Prophets”- The prophetic books
� "Writings” – Ref to other writing Psalms, Job etc.
� 1. The Law (5) Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and 

Deuteronomy. 
�

� 2. The Prophets (8) Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel and the Twelve. 

�

� 3. The Writings (11) Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Song of Solomon, 
Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther, Daniel, E zra-
Nehemiah and Chronicles.



How old this division

� Jesus referred to this division in Luke 24:44 
when He said, “The Law of Moses and the 
Prophets and Psalms must be fulfilled.”

� Origin of three-section division The division of 
the Hebrew Bible into three sections (not four or 
five, as in Greek, Latin, and English 
translations), known as the Law, the Prophets, 
and the Writings, can be traced back to the 
second century B.C., when it is three times 
referred to in the prologue of Sirach, added by 
the Greek translator of the book in about 130 
B.C. 



Old Testament

Christian bible : Total 24 books (same as 29 
books in old testament)�

� Book of Samuel, King, Chronicles and Ezra-
Nehemiah into one book each (8 books consider 
as 4)�

� 12 Minor prophet books as one
� Old testament consist of 39 books = 24 + 4 + 11
� Order of books different in Christian books as 

compared to Hebrew Bible



Torah (Pentateuch) �

� First 5 books in the bible
� Believe that Moses wrote the book
� Few last chapter about Moses death some other 

author (Believe Joshua)�
� Documentary Hypothesis model: Modern day 

rational thinking don’t believe author as Moses 
so they have a new Hypothesis

� Analysis of different sources say its multiple 
authors but the stated fact is the same



History of Pentateuch (Torah)�

Period in 
which other 
OT books 
were written



Document Origin

� the J, or Jahwist, source; written c. 950 BC in the southern kingdom of 
Judah. (J describes a human-like God, called Yahweh)�

� the E, or Elohist, source; written c. 850 BC in the northern kingdom of Israel. 
(E describes a human-like God initially called Elohim)�

� the D, or Deuteronomist, source; written c. 621 BC in Jerusalem during a 
period of religious reform. Its distinctive term for God is YHWH Elohainu, 
translated in English as "The Lord our God." 

� the P, or Priestly, source; written c. 450 BC by Aaronid priests. P 
Preoccupied with the centrality of the priesthood.

� All these manuscripts had consistent view about the facts “The Law” books 
and thus Pentateuch was formed

� People believe Ezra (or a Team of scribes ) as the first person to analyze 
all the 4 sources and consolidate them as one book, Ezra, the post-Exilic 
leader who re-established the Jewish community in Jerusalem 

� The redaction of the Torah began with the combination of J and E to create 
JE, c 750 BC. The addition of D created JED. The redactors associated with 
P put the work into its final form c 400 BC.



First Canon- “The Law”

� Moses put the Book of the Covenant, including the Ten 
Commandments (Exod. 20:1—23:33), into writing and the people 
agreed to obey it (Exod. 24:3-8). 

� The Book was immediately stored by the Ark in the Tabernacle after 
Moses wrote it (Deut. 31:24-26). Later, with the rest of the Law of 
Moses, it was moved to the Temple (2 Kings 22:8). 

� Joshua added his words and set them up in the sanctuary of the 
Lord (Josh. 24:26)�

� The books of Moses, which were immediately recognized as 
canonical, are cited throughout the Old Testament from Joshua (1:7) 
to Malachi (4:4). 

� In all the bible verse we see that “The Law” was given sacred 
treatment –”The Holy Book”



“the Law was set apart -holy ”
• From Manuscripts (640-600 BC) : The early Hebrew 

Scriptures were viewed as holy even during the periods 
of widespread apostasy in Israel. During the reign of 
King Josiah of Judah, the Temple of Solomon was being 
restored and, among the ruins, there was found a scroll -
the book of the Law, since identified as the Book of 
Deuteronomy. When King Josiah heard the words 
written within this book, he was grieved seeing how far 
the Kingdom of Judah had gone from the Law of the 
LORD. In order to make certain that this was, indeed, the 
Word of God, however, Josiah sent the scroll with some 
of his chief men to the house of the prophetess Huldah. 
Concerning it, she said that it was the holy Word of God 
- being the first person in recorded history to state that 
the Torah was “set apart” from other writings. (Cf. 2 
Kings 22:10-20 and 2 Chronicles 34:15-28) 



Prophetic Books

� In Christian Bible: Historic Books: Joshua to King
� In Hebrew bible these are former prophetic books
� These are documents saying how God spoke his 

children through some selected Prophets
� These are unusual books preserve the words of God 

through Prophets 
� Major Prophet 5 books (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and 

Daniel)�
� Minor Prophets 12
� Prophetic Books record God's messages to the people of 

Israel and Judah in the form of speeches or sermons, 
visions, and life experiences of prophets who preached 
between about 750 and 450 B.C 



Time Line of Prophets

The Prophets in Chronological Order
� Joel                          -
� Obadiah                    - 586 BC?
� Jonah                        - 800 - 790 BC
� Hosea - 772/752 - 722 BC
� Isaiah - 767 - 697 BC
� Amos                          - 767 - 753 BC
� Micah                         - 750 - 700 BC
� Nahum                       - 663- 612 BC
� Jeremiah                    - 627- 586 BC
� Zephaniah                 - 622 - 606 BC
� Habakkuk                  - 612- 605 BC
� Daniel                        - 605- 536/535 BC
� Ezekiel                       - 593- 571 BC
� Haggai - 520 BC
� Zechariah                  - 520 - 480 BC
� Malachi                      - 450 - 425 BC



How Second OT Canon 
Canonized?

� Joshua added his words and set them up in the sanctuary of the 
Lord (Josh. 24:26).

� Daniel refers to “the books” which contained the “law of Moses” and 
the prophets (Dan. 9:2, 6, 11).

� The events of Joshua are referred to in Judges (1:1, 20-21; 2:8). 
� The books of Kings cites the life of David as told in the books of 

Samuel (1 Kings 3:14; 5:7; 8:16; 9:5). 
� Chronicles reviews Israel’s history from Genesis through Kings 

including material from Ruth (1 Chronicles 2:12-13). 
� The ninth chapter of Nehemiah reviews Israel’s history as recorded 

from Genesis through Ezra. 
� 1 Kings 4:32 refers to Solomon’s proverbs and songs. 
� Daniel cites Jeremiah 25 (Daniel 9:2). 
� Jonah recites parts from the Psalms (Jonah 2). 
� Ezekiel mentions both Job and Daniel (Ezekiel 14:14, 20). 



� Some historians believe that 
Deuteronomical documents were added 
with history during king Josiah (640 BC -
600 BC)�

� This account for the books from Joshua to 
Kings



How Third OT Canon 
Canonized?

� After the Era of Prophets, i.e. after 400 B.C, the following books got 
“canonical/sacred treatment” in the Jewish community, because of its 
consistency with the other Canon books and reference to God, History and 
religious/faith relevance.

� Before the first century A.D., The Psalms were well established in the 
Hebrew community - being used by all the people for the worship of God. 
The teachers of the people used them to encourage them and often spoke 
concerning them. 

� Psalms [78,106] is an important piece of history as well, was considered a 
sacred document

� Much the same was done with the books of Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, 
and the book of Daniel. 

� Even the Song of Songs and Ruth had a place in Hebrew worship - being 
read often at weddings

� The book of Esther was read yearly with the celebration of Purim
� Lamentations was read on the Ninth of Av - a day of mourning for all the 

Hebrews 



End of OT Canonical Era

� Malachi, the last Old Testament book, was written ar ound 430 B.C. The Old 
Testament canon era, then, as determined by God, la sted from Moses(1445 
B.C.) to Malachi (430 B.C.) �

� New Testament: The New Testament never quotes any OT book as autho ritative 
after the time of Malachi. 

� Jesus ref to the order of old testament as Genesis to Malachi : Mat 23:35 That 
upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon  the earth, from the 
blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias  son of Barachias

� Jesus ref the book as “The Law, The Prophets and Ps alms”
� Disciples ref to old testament :  2 Cor 3:14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day 

remaineth the same veil untaken away in the reading  of the old testament; which veil is 
done away in Christ.

� Josephus According to the Jewish historian, Josephus (A.D. 3 7-95), the 
Hebrew OT was complete and no more canonical writin gs were composed after 
the reign of Artaxerxes (464-424 B.C.): 

“From Artaxerxes (the successor of Xerxes) until ou r time everything has been 
recorded, but has not been deemed worthy of like cr edit with what preceded, 
because the exact succession of the prophets ceased . . . . For though so long a 
time has now passed, no one has dared to add anythi ng to them, or to take 
anything from them, or to alter anything in them”



Some Dates from history?

� OT Canon was virtually declared closed 
around A.D 90 (Synod at Jamnia), During 
this Synod no addition was made to OT 
but some controversial portions debated 
..such as some portions of psalsms(151), 
Daniel some portions which are part of 
Apocrypa books

� Its believed that Jewish Tanoak was 
closed around 200 B.C



• Isaiah's prophecies cover more information about Jesus that the 
others. Both about His first coming and also about His second 
coming. There are more prophecies about the "Milennium" (the 
thousand year reign of Christ on Earth) found in the book of Isaiah 
than anywhere else in the Bible. 

• Jeremiah was known as "the weeping prophet", concerned primarily
with the history, the fall, the future and restoration of the Jewish 
people to Israel, all of which has happened. 

• Ezekiel also prophecied a great deal about the Jews, although he
also had many many prophecies regarding the distant future, 
particularly about the Anti-Christ, Armageddon and the coming 
Heavenly City. 

• Daniel is a prophet of the EndTime ! They all, to some degree, 
prophecied about the EndTime, although Daniel is the one who's 
predictions deal primarily with the distant future. He was even told to 
seal the book until the "time of the end" would come and then it
would be revealed. 
"But thou, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time 
of the end; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase. 
(Da 12:4) 

•



Why Apocrypha ?
Apocrypha Books
� Esther (from about the second century B.C.) are popular expansions (six passages) 

to the biblical story, designed to introduce an underlying religious theme to the Book 
of Esther, which does not mention the name of God. 

� Baruch (from about the second to first century B.C.) contains a prayer of confession, 
a poem in praise of wisdom, and songs of comfort. The book is attributed to 
Baruch, who was the scribe of the prophet Jeremiah. The book's theme is the 
Babylonian exile for punishment of Israel's sins, and foretells the return to Zion. 

� Book of Daniel has three additions (from about 165 to 100 B.C.), which are partly 
legends about Daniel the Sage and Godfearer and partly liturgical text.

- Bel and the Dragon (which contains two stories in which Daniel proves the 
fraudulence of the idols worshipped by the Babylonians as a god.). 

- The Prayer of Azariah and Song of the Three Young Men (recounts the 
prayers of Shadrach, Meschah, and Azariah, and center on the misfortunes 
encountered by Jews despite God's covenant with them.). 

- Susannah and the Elders (an attempt to explain the high regard given Daniel by 
the Babylonians. The book tells the story of how Daniel saved Susannah from 
a false charge of adultery, prompted by her rejection of the advances of two 
elders. Daniel's interrogation of the elders proved that they were not telling the 
true story.).



• 1 Esdras (the Greek form of the name Ezra) (150 to 100 B.C.) is an 
addition to the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. The book contains 
historical material which formed the basis of Josephus' description 
of the exiles' return to Zion from Babylonia. Its major addition to 
the biblical account is the "debate of the three young men" which 
explains how Zerubbabel, depicted as a bodyguard to Darius I, 
gained permission from the Persian king for the Jews to rebuild 
Jerusalem. 

• 2 Esdras (from about A.D. 70) is an apocalyptic work attributed to 
Ezra, describing the destruction of Jerusalem because of the sins of 
Israel. The visions of the future tell that after a period of time Israel 
will be cleansed of its sinfulness and Jerusalem will be rebuilt. 

• Judith (about 150 B.C.) contains a tale of a heroine, Judith, who 
used her charm to lure the invading Assyrian general Holofernes to 
his death by decapitation. She, thereby, lifted the siege of her 
city. The book is important for its description of Judith's meticulous 
observance of various religious laws. 

• The letter of Jeremiah (from about 300 B.C.) is a short work 
attributed to Jeremiah in which the prophet condemns the worship of 
idols. In the Vulgate , the book also contains the letter of Jeremiah 
as the sixth chapter.



• 1 Macabees (from about 110 B.C.) is the chief source for a history of the events of 
the Hasmonean revolt from the conquest of Alexander the Great and is the primary 
source for information on the events celebrated on the festival of Hanukkah . 

• 2 Macabees (from 110 to 70 B.C.) is essentially the same recounting of events as 1 
Macabees but, with a stronger emphasis of the religious aspects of the revolt rather 
than serving as an historical account. Among the prominent religious themes in the 
book is the concept of martyrdom. 

• The Prayer of Manasseh
• Ecclesiasticus (Wisdom of Jesus ben Sira, or Sirach) (from about 180 B.C.) is an 

apocryphal book of the Wisdom of Literature containing poems and proverbs offering 
advise on practical and godly living similar to the book of Proverbs. 

• Tobit (500 to 400 B.C.) is a tale of domestic piety. It is the story of Tobit, from the 
tribe of Naphtali, who is exiled to Assyria where, despite his righteousness, 
misfortune befalls him. The book ends with Tobias, his son, rectifying the wrong 
done to his father. 

• The Wisdom of Solomon (from the first century B.C.) pays homage to the traditional 
founder of Wisdom Literature without claiming to be written by Solomon. The book 
consists of three parts: an eschatology, depicting the ultimate fate of the righteous 
and the wicked; a "wisdom" section, containing the message that God is close to the 
Jews when they adhere to the values created by wisdom; and a homily on the Book 
of Exodus. 



Apocrypha

� Apocrypha is a Greek word meaning 
things hidden

� Look at the printout page of table to 
compare the different books and KJ 
version bible books

� What is stated in italics is Apocrypha 
books 



Different Manuscripts discovered

� Hebrew Bible
� Latin Vulgate :is an early Fifth Century version of the 

Bible in Latin, and largely the result of the labours of 
Jerome, who was commissioned by Pope Damasus I in 
382 to make a revision of old Latin translations. It 
became the definitive and officially promulgated Latin 
version of the Bible of the Roman Catholic Church. In the 
13th century it came to be called versio vulgata, which 
means "common translation". There are 76 books in the 
Clementine edition of the Vulgate Bible: 46 in the Old 
Testament, 27 in the New Testament, and three in the 
Apocrypha 



• Greek septuaginta: septuaginta means 
"seventy" in Latin and derives from a 
tradition that seventy (or seventy-two) 
Jewish scholars translated the Pentateuch 
(Torah) from Hebrew into Greek

• This has few more additional books which 
are not part of Hebrew book 



Genesis 
Exodus 
Leviticus 
Numbers 
Deuteronomy 
Joshua 
Judges 
Ruth 
1 Samuel 
2 Samuel 
1 Kings 
2 Kings 
1 Chronicles 
2 Chronicles 
Ezra 
Nehemiah 
Esther (Hebrew)* 
Job 
Psalms 
Proverbs 
Ecclesiastes 
Song of Songs 
Isaiah 
Jeremiah 
Lamentations 
Ezekiel 
Daniel (Hebrew)** 
Hosea 
Joel 

Genesis 
Exodus 
Leviticus 
Numbers 
Deuteronomy 
Joshua 
Judges 
Ruth 
1 Samuel 
2 Samuel 
1 Kings 
2 Kings 
1 Chronicles 
2 Chronicles 
Prayer of Manasseh
1 Esdras
2 Esdras
Ezra 
Nehemiah 
Tobit
Judith
Esther (with insertions)* 
1 Maccabees
2 Maccabees

Job 
Psalms 

Genesis 
Exodus 
Leviticus 
Numbers 
Deuteronomy 
Joshua 
Judges 
Ruth 
1 Samuel 
2 Samuel 
1 Kings 
2 Kings 
1 Chronicles 
2 Chronicles 
[Prayer of Manasseh] 
1 Esdras

Ezra 
Nehemiah 
Tobit
Judith
Esther (with insertions)* 
1 Maccabees
2 Maccabees
[3 Maccabees] 
[4 Maccabees] 
Job 
Psalms 
[Psalm no. 151] 
[Odes] 

THE LAW 
Genesis 
Exodus 
Leviticus 
Numbers 
Deuteronomy 

THE PROPHETS 
Joshua 
Judges 
1 Samuel 
2 Samuel 
1 Kings 
2 Kings 
Isaiah 
Jeremiah 
Ezekiel 
Hosea 
Joel 
Amos 
Obadiah 
Jonah 
Micah 
Nahum 
Habakkuk 
Zephaniah 
Haggai 
Zechariah 
Malachi 

King James 
Version 

Latin Vulgate Greek 
Septuagint 

Hebrew Bible 



Amos 
Obadiah 
Jonah 
Micah 
Nahum 
Habakkuk 
Zephaniah 
Haggai 
Zechariah 
Malachi 

Proverbs 
Ecclesiastes 
Song of Songs 
Wisdom of Solomon
Ecclesiasticus
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Catholic Church-history

� the Roman Catholic Church did not formalize their canon 
until the Council of Trent that convened in 1545 and 
adjourned in 1563. This collection was quite different 
from the Tanakh - holding historical books and literary 
fiction that was never accepted as holy by the Hebrews -
despite the fact these books were long available before 
Jamnia. They are the following: 

- Tobit 
- Judith 
- Additions to Esther 
- 1 & 2 Maccabees 
- The Wisdom of Solomon 
- Sirach (also known as Ecclesiasticus) 
- Baruch (including the Letter of Jeremiah) 
- Additions to Daniel (including the Prayer of Azaria h, Bel and the 

Dragon, Susannah, and the Song of Three Holy Childr en)



• Of these, only 1 & 2 Maccabees are 
verifiably historical - and, ironically, they 
are also the only ones that originated in 
the land of Israel. All of the others were 
written originally in Greek and were 
popular among the Jews of Alexandria -
who placed them in the Greek translation 
of the Tanakh - the Septuagint - which was 
written on the order of Ptolemy 
Philadelphus for his library.



KJ version APOCRYPHA BOOKS

� 1 Esdras 
2 Esdras 
Tobit 
Judith 
Additions to Esther* 
Wisdom of Solomon 
Ecclesiasticus 
Baruch 
Epistle of Jeremiah 
Song of the Three Children** 
Story of Susanna** 
Bel and the Dragon** 
Prayer of Manasseh 
1 Maccabees 
2 Maccabees



Apocrypha - Omission 
Reasons 

� Some experts state as Jesus or Gospel never referred to 
those, but there are opposite claims as well

� Not originated from “Land of Israel”, got it from other 
cultures and translations

� Church of England: "In the name of Holy Scripture we do 
understand those canonical books of the Old and New 
Testament, of whose authority was never any doubt in 
the Church. . . And the other books (as Jerome saith) the 
Church doth read for example of life and instruction of 
manners: but yet doth it not apply them to establish any 
doctrine." 



• "The books commonly called Apocrypha, not 
being of divine inspiration, are no part of the 
Canon of Scripture; and therefore are of no 
authority in the Church of God, nor to be any 
otherwise approved, or made use of, than other 
human writings.“

• Title to Apocrypha: "APOCRYPHA: The books 
and treatises which among the Fathers of old 
are not reckoned to be of like authority with the 
other books of the Bible, neither are they found 
in the Canon of Hebrew." 

• May be We need to read to understand its 
content, this might reveal why it was removed 



Why can we trust the Bible as the only Word 
of God

• “The Law” : God Given
• The prophecy : God revealed
• Other contents : historically handed over – Traditional and had “Sacred book” role for 

years
• All through out the Canon formation, the divine power is so evident
• It was written by the divine inspiration of God through His chosen Prophets.
• the Bible was written by over 40 different authors, over 1500 years, and on three 

different continents, and it never contradicts its self.
• Though there is so much of complexity in its formation, translation and other evolving 

aspects, its still infallible (incapable of errors)�
• Most recent discovery of Dead sea scroll(1947) validated more that what is stated in 

the bible is consistent
• Last 2000 or more years of history proves the same – “The Yahweh God never 

change”
• In history,  

Political power changed, 
Scholarly interpretation of old tradition and culture changed several times with new 

dating techniques or with new understanding of old Hebrew language , 
Different manuscripts of (different period) from different countries discovered

• But all these points to the same God and his same principles



What is Bible ?



What is Bible

� It’s a faith book : “rule of faith”
� We accept it as “Word of God” in faith
� We have supporting historic evidences to 

prove bible is infallible
� We have facts available 
� We have prophecy (fulfilled and yet to 

fulfill) there in the bible


