
25th Parish Day Celebration Nov. 8th Sunday 2009. 

Message by Rev. V T John 

Theme:  Renewal of the Church 

This Sunday is set apart as Ecumenical Sunday.   A fellowship with CSI, CNI and Mar Thoma church s for 

the festival of unity (CCI) Unity for missions. 

Ref: Micah 6: 1-8, II Cor. 4: 7-15, Eph. 2: 11-22 & St.Lk. 10: 1-9 

Did you know there is only one song in heaven?  Do you know it?  It is the song of Halleluiah.  We all 

need to learn that song.  So let us sing the song Halleluiah: |lshhk$, |lshhk$, |lshhk$, … 

San Francisco Mar Thoma Edavaka uksm 25iG<; ej^jM TO Tmidpjr\jsRy cSÔl<\jH 

e(k SvgkilR trj)k; Licg; h>j&fjH BlR Lfjuluj cSÔl<j)kduk; 

sspis\ c[fkfj)uk; sv$kk^k.  ~|k. K A Abraham L&rk; dkmk;~\jrk; rÕj 

eyuk^k.  TO ijSC<pjic\jH CkYCo< sv$lrk; cSÕC; Lyjuj)kilrkaluj ts^ 

Ênj& ~|k. L&Srlmk; Tmid d+ËjSulmk; trj)k= rjÍJaalu d{fw[Bf 

Lyjuj)k^k.  TO doMlu[aujSh)k[ BlR g!l; YeliCUaln[ igk^f[. Rev. James 

Veeramala  L&sRy Srf{fI\jH rm^ 28th Family Conference-rlnk[ BlR :pU; Tijsm 

t\juf[. tsRy cIÔ\jhk;, ~r[P\jhk=igk;, c[Sr|jfgkaluj L^k ehSguk; 

dlnkduk!luj.  

T^s\ vkgk*ju cau\jrk=jH ]fk ij<us\/Ëjulnk eySu!sf^[ ~|k. 

L&Srlmk ts^ Ênj&S/lSq Svlpj&jgk^k.  wo~jhj)kSi! cSÕC; t^ln[ 

L&R eyÉf[.  BlR Lfjrluj Qgk Yec;z; Qgk)kduk;svu[fkî t^lH g!k ao^k 

pjic; akRe[ tsRy arÍjH rj^k; Lf[ sspilf[ali[ fMjalËj. 

T^k BlR eyulR Seldk^ cSÕC; TijmkS\)luj sspi; trj)k YeSfUd; 

f^fln[î LsfÔln[? “tsRy sspiSaà trj)k; tsRy dkmk;~\jrk; tsRy 

Tmidu[)k; LrkYz|dgal)nSaà t^k rj*X QlSglgk\gk; YelGÒj)n;”.  The 

message I bring today is the message that the lord has laid in my heart: So please listen with the sprit of 

prayer. 

To a parish 25 years of existence for witnessing is a great experience.  (1) Let us look back and thank God 

for what He has done for us.  Ps. 103: 1-2. “Bless the Lord , O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His 

holy name!  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits”- “tRarSaà uS|lisu 

ilq[\kdï tsRy cG%lÔg;zikSa, LisRy ijCkÓrlas\ ilq[\kdï tRarSaà 

uS|lisu ilq[\kdï LisRy Kedlg*X Q^k; ay)gkf[”. All the bishops, achens and all 

the lay leaders who were used by our Lord to raise us thus far.  Also while looking back (2) let us confess 

all short comings we had committed individually, as a family and as a parish.  The same time(3) look 

forward to the Lord, who holds the future to guide us in green pastures and to bring millions to the great 

peace, rest and salvation for which they are hungry and thirsty.  For the great mission we need only one 

thing to do:  that is look  unto Jesus.  “the author and finisher of our faith”  “ijCIlc\jsRy 

rludrk; eoG\j igk\k^irkalu SuCkijsr Srl)kd” Heb. 12:2.  I took the text from the 



same book  Heb.3:1 “Therefore holy brotheren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the apostle 

and high priest of our confession, Christ Jesus”.  Lfksdl![ ijCkÓcS|lpgØlSgà 

cIGzJuijxj)[Ql|gj)lglukS=lSgà rl; cIJdgj&k eyuk^ LS/lc[Sflhrk; 

a|lekSgl|jfrkalu SuCkijsr YCÓj&k Srl)kiJR”.  dlnkdl, Srl)kd, YCÓj&k 

Srl)kdî Ti f+jH dlgUalu LÔgak![.  See, Look and consider have much difference in 

meaning.  If we do not look attentively we may not achieve anything.  This diligent search can be called 

concentration (]dlYzf).  For example: Take a lens.  If you keep it towards the sun and keep a piece of 

paper underneath:  If it is focused to a point, it will burn the paper.  Ps39:3 “My heart was hot within 

me; while I was musing (meditating),  the fire burned”. “tsRy K=jH |{pu\jrk vomkejmj&k, 

tsRy PUlr\j(H fJd\j”…  I served in the Indo Tibetan border for 11-12 years.  Meditation is a 

key ingrediant in my life.  This allowed me to hear from God what he wants of me.  YelGÒruk;, 

PUlrik; f+jH LH/; LÔgak![.  Si!jusf#l; Svlpj)k^flujgj)l; YelGÒrî 

Trjuk; LfkSelhk= YelGÒr :iCUakS!l? rl; Svlpj&fjrk; :Yz|j&fjrk; 

L/kyaluj ilgjS)lgj LiR f^jS#?  Trjuk; svS$!f[ Tfkisg dlgUaluj 

LSrI<j)l\dlgUaln[.  LsfÔln[?  dG\lijsr\s^ Yelej)kd.  Prayer and 

musing (meditation) has a difference.  We ask for many things and that can be prayer:  but one thing we 

need today is Christ Himself.  Ps.27:4 “One thing I have desired of the Lord, That will I seak;  that I may 

dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of life, to behold the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his 

temple”  “BlR uS|liSulm[ QgkdlgU; LSeÊj&kï Lfkfs^ BlR :Yz|j)k^kï 

uS|liuksm aSrl|gfI; dlnkilrk; LisRy aÕjg\jH PUlrj/lrk;, tsRy 

:uk<[)lhsals)uk; BlR uS|liuksm :hu\jH elGS)!fjrk; fs^”.  1 Tim. 

6:11 “But you, o’man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, Godliness, faith, love, 

patience, gentleness”  “rJSul, sspi\jsRy ark<Urluks=lSià LfkijSMlmjî rJfj, >d[fj, 

ijCIlc;, c[Sr|;, Êa, cOaUf t^jisu ejÔkmgkd”.  (3) ijSMlmkd, ejÔkmgkd… Flee 

and Pursue  Eg. Sodom : Lot & Family  Gen. 19:17 “wJigÊ)luj QlmjS/ldï ekySdlMk 

Srl)gkf[ï TO YeSpCs\*k; rjH)gkf[ï rjr)krlC; >ij)lfjgj/lR 

eG%f\jSh)k QlmjS/ld.” Gen. 19:23 Shl\[ SclilgjH dm^S/lX cogUR Kpj&k”.  

Escape for your life!  Do not look behind; you, nor stay anywhere in the plain.  Escape to the mountain, 

lest you be destroyed”.   v.23 “The sun had risen upon the earth when Lot entered Zoar”.  “The Pilgrim’s 

Progress” “egSpCjSalÊulYf” was written by John Bunyan while he was in jail for the sake of the 

Gospel.  In the book the main star is the pilgrim Christian:  he is fleeing from the world of destruction to 

the city of glory”.  We too should consider Christ and the heavenly city and run from the world of 

destruction.  Heb. 12:3 “rj*xksm K=jH ÊJnj&k amk)lfjgj/lR elejdxlH frj)kSrgjM 

T*sruk= ijSglP; c|j&isr PUlrj&ksdlXiJR”.  “For Consider Him who endured such 

hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls”. Ps. 62:1 

“My soul finds rest in God alone; my salvation comes from Him” “tsRy K=; sspis\ Srl)j 

aOralujgj)k^kî tsRy gÊ Li(Hrj^k igk^k”.  IICor. 11:2 “BlR rj*sx)kyj&[ 

sspi\jsRy tgjSilsm tgjuk^kï BlR Ydjc[fk t^]dekgk<rk rj*sx 

ijil|rjC[vu; svu[fjgj)k^k”. érjGah drUdulujê “For I am jealous for you with Godly 

jealousy.  For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ” 

ICor. 2:2 “For I determined to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and His crucified” 
“YdoCj)s/Mirlu Ydjc[fkijsru#lsf asËl^k; Lyjul\irluj rj*xksm TmujH 



Tgjs)n; t^k BlR rjGÑuj&k”. IIChron. 16:9 “uS|liuksm dÑ[ f(H 

]dlYzvj\Ølglujgj)k^iG)k Si!j fs^\lR ~hilsr^k dlnjS)!fjrk 

>oajujsh#lmik; KOmlmjs)l!jgj)^k”.  Tijsmuk; tYfSeG TO LSrI<n\jH 

dlns/mk;??  “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro, throughout the whole earth to show Himself 

strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him”.  Dr. Stanley Jones says “Without the total 

rescuing from weakness to strength(~h|Jrf- Cd[fj) from confusion to certainty(LrjC[vjffI;- 

ckrjC[vjf;-) from inner conflict to unity(CjFjhalu :ÔgjdvjÔ- ]dfI;) from myself to His 

self (L|;(cIlGÒ;)-Ydjc[fkijsRy :xfI;) ----- whether we would have the nerve to undertake 

this ministry(CkYCo<)k= dgk\k djMkSal), to which we had been called.  It is too demanding, too 

baffling (frustrating) and too overwhelmingly difficult to match it with bare human resources”  “Once we 

surrender our all to Christ, we will have the full resources of Jesus Christ, available to us”.  One will 

become the strongest, just when he is the weakest. 

You may or may not know, for the long 17 months I was written off by our late Metropolitan, an 

incapacitated clergy of the Mar Thoma Church; all because I could not speak. It was 1991 Aug. 25th while 

I was the vicar in Kottanad (Ayroor)This happened  (Your Vicar Rev. KA Abraham took chrage for 6 

months).  I had some treatment in Muthoot hospital, for  six months in Chicago and another six months 

in Kansas city.  I was treated by specialist doctors, but finally the chief doctor said “John 80% we doubt, 

you will get your voice back”.  I went back to my bed with a broken heart, fell flat on my face, bit my 

pillow and cried bitterly; “Lord take me home: I am not better than my brother bishop whom you have 

taken home when he was 55 years old: now I am 58: either take me home or give my voice back.  Yet 

after few days – 1992 Dec. 22nd, through a vision, the Lord spoke to me: There was a man at his last 

breath lying on the ground, just skin and bone.  His back bone was like a silver plate  clearly visible; two-

three vertebraes were missing.  Some of us were standing around him to pray.  I also prayed.  Suddenly 

a powerful light fell on him and his vertebraes were joined and healed.  Muscles came back:  he became 

a healthy person and stood up and said “Praise the Lord”.  This vision certainly revived my faith and my 

whole body got wet with sweat.  Then a thunder like voice rang in the room saying to me: “Did you see 

this”?  I said with a trembling and shivering body “Yes Lord”.  He said “get up! I give your voice back, and 

I will never take it back” Torantial flow of voice ran through me.  I danced and sang for 1 ½ hours in my 

room like a mad man till I got tired.  Praise the Lord!! 

In Ps. 35:5 says “They looked to Him and were radiant; and their faces were not ashamed”  

“Li(Sh)k Srl)juiG YedlCjfgluj, Ligksm akD; hw[wj&k Selufkaj#”.  You know 

in this year’s Maramon convention song book, you will find three songs of mine –1.  Tmurl; 

SuCkijH TmafjH :dulH, Tmaj# ulsflgk dkyijrkajijsm—2. trj)lu[ 

fkyS^lgkyi rlFR dlHiyjujRdkgjCjH—3. rlp; tR rlp;-This song  is based on my 

healing; based on Ps. 34:5.  rlp; tR rlp; tR rlFsRy plr; t^lxk; elmjmk; 

:f[alij^lSalp;ï t^k=; ul|jH a|jaujH ak*jmk; tS^lsmxjuiG 

SvG^*kelmjmk;--” 

QË)lgUSa BlR Cd[fJdgj&k=k.  TO wo~jhj iG<\jH- iUd[fj wJijf\jH, dkmk;~ 

wJijf\jH, rj*xksm cdh :G>lm*xk; simjukdï cdh :dkh*xk; ay)kd.  

dkyjildU; tÔ[? Heb.3:1 “Lfksdl![ ijCkÓ cS|lpgØlsgà cIGÏJu ijxj)[ 



Ql|gj)lglukS=lSg, rl; cIJdgj&k eyuk^ LS/lc[Sflhrk; a|lekSgl|jfrk; :u 

SuCkijsr YCÓj&kSrl)kiJR” 

“There for Holy brethren, fortakers of the heavenly calling, consider the apostle and High priest of our 

confession Christ Jesus” 

ehfkSrl)jà ehSgSrl)jàà rj*sxSrl)jààà LSÙà eglwu;.  TO ekfkiG<; 

SuCkijsr YCÓj&k Srl)kd.  You looked at (considered) at many things, many people, looked at 

yourself and failed utterly!.  Now consider Christ Jesus.  Look at Him only.   

Let us take a decision:-  Lord! From today I will look at your face more seriously”.  “T^kakfH 

SuCkSi BlR rjs^ YCÓj&kSrl)k;” 


